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liamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home
Department; and the members are Professor Clifford
Allbutt; Mr. H. H. Cunynghame, C.B., Assistant
Under-Secretary of State, Home Office; and Dr. T. M.
Legge, Medical Inspector of Factories.

f stt&*aI j ttti jariamett.
[FROM OupR LOBBY CORRESPONDENT.]

The Home Office Vote, which was discussed last week,
produced an interesting debate which touched on several
topics affecting the profession. Sir Charles Dilke, in
moving a reduction of the vote, urged strongly the need
for more inspection of factories and workshops, especially
by women inspectors. He pointed out that the extension
of the principle of " particulars " to all piece-work trades
was necessary, and should be done at onee. There were
medical officers of health and local authorities with their
inspectors behind them, who were unacquainted with the
law on this subject. He suggested that the Home Office
should address a circular to the medical officers. He
dwelt also on the need for saving young workers from the
strain of carrying excessive weights, and asked for the
iextension of the law on this subject to all trades. Mr.
Ramsay Macdonald also criticized the system of in-
spection and specially expoEed the system which
deputed assistant inspectors, who were practical
men, to work in which their special experience was
comparatively useless. Mr. H. Tennant referred to
the insanitary state of jam, fish curing, and chocolate
factories, and pointed out that of 60 persons employed in
aniline dye works, all were found on medical examination
to be suffering from the effects of their special work.
Mr. Jowett called attpntion to the prevalence of anthrax,
and said the Home Office rules in this connexion began at
the wrong end. They dealt with the infecting material
when it reached the factory floor, instead of stopping it at
the port of entry. Last year there were 20 cases of
anthrax in Bradford, and there was no sign of permanent
diminution of the disease. The greed of commerce
induced manufacturers to use dirty, low-grade wool
imported from the East irrespective of the danger to the
men who handled it. An interesting point was men-
tioned by Mr. O'Grady, who said there was an increased
mortality among cabinet makers due to the use of cheap
and poisonous timber imported from the Congo and West
Africa. Hundreds of lives might be saved by more effective
inspection. Mr. Secretary Gladstone, in his reply, said
that he would confer-with the Local Government Board
respecting the establishment of some system of inspection
of home industries. He had called for special reports on
the jam and fish-curing industries, and he would do so as
regards the aniline dyeing trade and the use of poisonous
woods in cabinet and shuttle making. He regretted that
there had been a great outbreak of anthrax. The deaths
in 1900 were 37; in 1901, 39; in 1902, 38. Then there was
a jump up in 1903 to 47; in 1904 to 50; and in 1905 to 59.
This was a grave matter. To deal with the wool at the
port of entry, as suggested, would mean placing too heavy
a tax on the trade. A Special Committee had been
appointed in Bradford, with a Government subsidy, for
the special purpose of detecting the disease, and there
were real lhopes of a remedy being found by a chemical
process. If,. however, the wool containing the spores of
the disease did not yield to treatment, the wool would
have to be excluded altogether. The Home Office had had
heavy work in connexion with lunacy and vagrancy;
vaccination had been hurled at his head almost every
day; and there was also vivisection, on which he had been
tormented perhaps more in private than in public. As
regards inspection, he hoped to improve the condition of
assistant inspectors and to add to their duties in amount
and importance. He had nominated three lady inspectors,
and the total number would thus be raised to 15.

The Lunacy Commission and its work7were discussed
in connexion with the Home Office vote by Dr. Cooper,
who urged that the number of paid Lunacy Commis-
sioners should be increased. The Board as at present
constituted was unable properly to discharge its duties.

There were six Commissioners-three barristers and three
doctors. On the work of inspecting lunatic asylums they
went in pairs, a legal member always accompanying a
medical member. If all the lunatics in the asylums were
examined each pair of Commissioners would have to
examine 39,943 in the, year. It was physically
impossible that they could do so and determine
whether any one was wrongly detained in an asylum. He
complained of the growing tendency to send aged people
into asylums. In 1903-4, 1,445 people over 70 years of age
were sent into asylums as lunatics who were suffering
from senile degeneration and nothing more, 18 per cent.
of the men and 24 per cent. of the women being over 80.
The whole of these people ought to have been kept in the
workhouse. He had heard it stated that if the rich were
treated as these poor people were, one-third of the mem-
bers in another House would die in a lunatic asylum.
[Laughter.] He pointed out that under the London
County Council the asylums had much improved, the
treatment was better, and the attendants were a better
type of men. But the percentage of recoveries had
decreased. The knowledge of the essential nature of
insanity and its causes was no better to-day than it was a
hundred years ago; and until a more' scientific investiga-
tion into the cause of brain disease was made there would
be no better means of cure forthcoming. He invited the
Home Secretary to make inquiries as to the working of
the receiving-house system which had been adopted by
lunacy authorities in Scotland and in America. Mr.
Gladstone said, in reply, that he had a mere shred of
responsibility as regards lunatic asylums. He merely
passed plans and sanctioned the estimates. The county
councils built the asylums, the Local Government Board
sanctioned the loans, and the Lord Chancellor appointed
the Lunacy Commissioners. He was in favour of an
examination into the whole system of inspection, which
at present was antiquated and absurd. The Commission
on the Feeble-minded was on the point of reporting, and
its report would deal largely with lunatic asylums.
When that report had been received the Government
would consider what action was desirable. He had
already been in communication with the Lord Chancellor
on the subject.

Beer in Lunatio Asylums.-Mr. Wiles asked the Presi-
dent of the Local Government Board if he was aware that
the report of the Joint Committee of the Three Counties
Asylum near Arlesey, showed that 32,800 gallons of beer
were brewed in the institution last year for the use of the
inmates and staff at a cost of £933; and whether, seeing
that the experience of the London County Council
Asylums Committee had proved the percentage of re-
coveries to be greater where no beer was given, he would
consider the advisability of recommending the Joint
Committee to abandon the practice of giving alcoholic
beverages to lunatics, except under direct medical orders.
Mr. Secretary Gladstone, who replied, said that he was
informed by the Lunacy Commissioners that the beer
used at the Three Counties Asylum was given to the
patients generally on Sundays only, when each patient
had half a pint at dinner. On week days patients were
encouraged to work by an allowance of beer to those who
worked. As, however, the use of beer had been discon-
tinued in most asylums, he would make further inquiry
into the matter.

The Report on Tuberculosis.-In answer to a question
by Mr. Field respecting the report of the Royal Com-
mission, Mr. John Burns said that the Royal Commission
had hoped that the report which they proposed to issue
would have been published before the adjournment, but
they now found that it would not be practicable to iEsue
it before October. They thought it necessary to include
in the Appendix a larger amount of experimental detail
than they had anticipated, and to confirm certain im-
portant facts by additional experiments, which were still
under observation. He understood that a definite state-
ment on the communicability of bovine tuberculosis to
man would be made in the report.

Tuberculosis in Ireland and American Baoen.-Last week
Mr. Fetherstonhaugh asked the Chief Secretary to the?
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, whether the Irish Govrernment
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had directed its attention to the circumstance that the
increase of tuberculosis in Ireland had followed on the
increased use of low class American bacon, believed by
many people to be the flesh of tuberculous swine; whether
as there was no Government inspection of possibly tuber-
culous meat at the ports of entry, he would consider the
advisability of issuing a circular to the various public
health authorities in Ireland, calling their attention to the
danger to health arising from the consumption of meat
infected with the bacilli of tuberculosis, and the necessity
for vigilance of their inspectors in preventing unsound
meat from being exposed for sale. Mr. Bryce replied that
the entire question of the importation of food, which
affected the United Kingdom generally, had been under the
consideration of the Government, and his right honourable
friend the President of the Local Government Board had
introduced a Bill dealing with the matter. He referred to
the Public Health (Regulations as toFood) Bill, which was
down for second reading on October 23rd.

The Irish Poor-law Commission and the Medical Pro-
fession.-Mr. O'Shee asked the Prime Minister what were
the reasons why he declined to recommend the appoint-
ment of an Irish medical man on the Royal Commission
on the Poor Laws to fill the vacancy created by the death
of The O'Conor Don; and whether, as the Irish medical
profession was vitally concerned in the investigations of
the Royal Commission so far as regarded Ireland, he would
reconsider the matter. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman
replied that he did not see his way to reconsider this
matter in the sense desired by the hon. member. The
selection of members of Royal Commissions was.governed
by general considerations, and in any fresh appointment
that might be made to the Royal Commission on the
Poor Law the hon. member might be sure that regard
would be had to the Commissioner's qualifications for
dealing with the Poor Law as it was administered in
Ireland. It did not follow that, because Irish Poor-law
medical officers were interested in the inquiry; the
appointment of an Irish medical gentleman would neces-
sarily be the most fitting to make.

The Rating of Hospitals. - Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman having been asked by Mr. Brodie whether he
could see his way by legislation or otherwise to secure for
all recognized public hospitals exemption from rates and
taxes, replied that the question was one which raised
many difficulties, and it would no doubt have to be con-
sidered whenever the revision of local taxation was taken
up. In the meantime he was not prepared to make any
general statement on the subject. He dnderstood that
hospitals were already exempt from certain Imperial
taxes.

Cookies and Typhoid.-Mr. Wlhitehead asked the
President of the Local Government Board whether his
attention had been called to the recent action of the
Fishmongers' Company in stopping the sale at Billings-
gate of all cockles from Leigh; whether he was aware
that this was done in consequence of an allegation that a
basket of bad cockles had originated from Leigh; whether
he was aware that the basket from which the cockles
alleged to have caused typhoid were supplied was not
owned by any cockler at Leigh, and that the cocklers at
Leigh observed the regulations necessary for the protec-
tion of the public as laid down by Dr. Klein; and
whether he proposed to take any action in regard to this
exercise of authority by the Fishmongers' Company, in
view of the loss inflicted on the cockle fishermen of
Leigh. Mr. John Burns said he had communicated with
the Fishmongers' Company on this subject, and found
that they had taken the action referred to in consequence
of their being satisfied that the cocklers at Leigh had not
observed the regulations laid down by the Company for
the protection of the public. The Company stated that
they had no information with reference to the basket of
bad cockles referred to. He had no control over the
Company in the matter.

London Water Supply.-Mr. Ashley, on the last day of
the session, asked the President of the Local Goverment
Board whether his attention had been called to a statement

of Sir Alexander Binnie that the Rivers Thames and Lee,
from which the drinking water of London was drawn, re-
ceived above the waterworks intakes the more or less
clarified sewage of 1,000,000 persons in the case of the
Thames and about 250,000 in the case of the Lee, and that
the late Sir George Buchanan, Principal Medical Officer of
the Local Government Board, had stated that the drinking
of such contaminated water ultimately resulted in death
and disease to the consumers; and whether it was pro-
posed to take any steps to secure a purer water supply for
London. Mr. Burns said he had seen the statement made
by Sir Alexander Binnie. He was informed that the whole
question of the adequacy of the works of the Water Board
and existing sources to deal with the present and future
population of the water area was now under the considera-
tion of a committee of that Board.

Insanitary Housing In Birmingham.-Mr. Steadman
asked the President of the Local Government Board if his
attention had been directed to the case of the Birming-
ham Housing Committee versus John Roderick, in respect
of seven houses owned by the latter which had been
represented by the medical officer of health under Part If
of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, as being
in a state so dangerous and injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation; if he was aware that througlh
several adjournments of this case by the magistrates and
their being unable to agree as to the facts of the case, the
defendant owner was enabled to evade the proper carrying
out of the repairs required by the sanitary authority, and
that this action of the magistrates had caused more money
to be spent in legal proceedings than would have sufficed
to put the houses in a thoroughly sanitary condition; and
whether he intended to take any administrative action in
the matter or to assist sanitary authorities in their work
by legislation. Mr. John Burns replied that his attention
had been directed to a report of the Housing Committee
of the Birmingham Town Council with respect to this
case, from which it would appear that the facts were sub-
stantially as stated in the question. He had, however, no
power to review the proceedings of the justices in such a
case, and he did not think he could usefully intervene in
the matter.

Parliament Adjourned.-On Saturday both Houses of
Parliament adjourned. The Lords got over their business
early and separated at half-past twelve, after passing the
Appropriation Bill and giving assent by Commission to
some twenty-seven general Acts and over eighty local
Acts. The Prevention of Corruption Act, the Open Spaces
Act and the Fatar Accidents and Sudden Deaths Inquiry
(Scotland) Act have some medical interest. In the
Commons the motion for adjournment was discussed till
nearly two o'clock. The debate ranged over many sub-
jects, and among otlhers the exemption from vaccination
was raised by Mr. Morton, and Mr. Gladstone, speaking in
reply, admitted that the present condition of the law was
extremely unEatisfactory, and he would gladly see it
amended. The Home Office, however, had onjly to ad-
minister the law as it stood. The whole administration
of the Vaccination Acts was, he believed, under the
consideration of the President of the Local Government
Board.

The Autumn Session will begin for both Houses on
October 23rd. The Lords will have the Committee stage
of the Education Bill as their principal work, and of
course the consideration of any other Bills that may be
sent up to them. In the Commons there is promise of a
busy time in the autumn months. There are no less thai
thirty-two Government Bills on the order paper, and in
addition the Land Tenure Bill, for which facilities have
been promised. The first Bill is the Merchant Shipping
Acts Amendment Bill, then comes the report stage of the
Trades Disputes Bill, the same stage of Workmen's Com-
peneation and the second reading of the Plural Voting
Bill. The Irish Education, Afflicted Children and the
Infectious Disease (Ireland) Bills, together with Mr.
Burns's measure of Public Health (Regulations as to Food)
and the Poisons and Pharmacy Bill have all some medical
importance. There must, however, be many Government
Bills dropped, while the 56 private members' Bills still
left on the papers have no chance of passing.
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